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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-4, 6, and 8-9 have been amended. Claim 7 is cancelled. Claims 1-6, 
and 8-9 are pending 



2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
01/03/2008 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 and 8-9 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. See Pieper US 2004/0205690 A1 
art made of record below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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5. Claims 1-6 and 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Pieper US 2004/0205690 A1 (hereinafter Peiper). 



Claim 1: 

Pieper discloses a work flow program generating apparatus (see for example Figure 1 , 
and related text), comprising: 

a storing device to store flow definition information which defines a process for 
controlling a work flow (see for example Figure 1 , item 1 , "Meta Data Definition 
Storage", and related text), and screen definition information which defines screen items 
of a plurality of screens used in the work flow (see for example Figure 8, item 71 , "Login 
Procedure" is screen definition information, and related text); and 
a generating device to read the flow definition information and the screen definition 
information from said storing device, and to generate a screen program (see for 
example Figure 1, item 3, "Process Generator", and related text), which includes a 
program code for controlling a flow among the plurality of screens, by using the read 
flow definition information and screen definition information (see for example Figure 1, 
item 5, "Process Step", and related text). 
Claim 2: 

Pieper discloses a computer-readable storage medium (see for example page 2, [0028], 
"..hard disk...", and related text) on which is recorded a program for causing a computer 
to execute a process, the process comprising: 
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reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines a process for 
controlling a work flow, and screen definition information which defines screen items of 
a plurality of screens used in the work flow (see for example Figure 1 , item 1 , "Meta 
Data Definition Storage", and related text); and 

generating a screen program, which includes a program code for controlling a flow 
among the plurality of screens, by using the read flow definition information and screen 
definition information (see for example Figure 1 , item 3, "Process Generator", page 2, 
[0031], Figure 2, S3, and related text) 
Claim 3: 

Pieper discloses a computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a program 
for causing a computer to execute a process, the process comprising: 
reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines a process for 
controlling a work flow of a form process (see for example page 2, [0029], "...meta data 
definition storage. ..meta data definition..."), and screen definition information which 
defines screen items of a plurality of screens used in the work flow (see for example 
Figure 10, page 7, [0078], and related text); 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, on which data for updating a form 
table storing form data is input, and a screen program for displaying a screen, on which 
data of the form table is referred to, by using the read screen definition information (see 
for example page 5, [0056]); 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, on which data for updating a work 
flow table storing data of the work flow of the form process is input, by using the read 
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flow definition information and screen definition information (see for example Figure 10, 
page 7, [0078], and related text); and 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, on which data of the form table is 
referred to, based on the data of the work flow table by using the read screen definition 
information (see for example Figure 10, page 7, [0078], and related text). 
Claim 4: 

Pieper discloses a computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a program 
for causing a computer to execute a process, the process comprising: 
reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines a predetermined 
number of hierarchical levels, on each of which an approver gives approval to a form, in 
a work flow of a form process (see for example page 2, [0030], "...hierarchical with a 
master node and a plurality of child nodes," and Figure 9, item 9, "Application Data 
Storage", and related text); and 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which includes input items of 
approvers by the number of hierarchical levels, by using the read flow definition 
information (see for example Figure 10, page 7, [0078], and related text). 
Claim 5: 

Pieper further discloses the computer-readable storage medium according to claim 4, 
wherein 

the computer reads, from the storing device, screen definition information which defines 
screen items of a screen used in the work flow of the form process, and generates a 
screen program for displaying a listing screen of forms, which wait for approval given by 
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the approvers, by using the read screen definition information (see for example Figure 

7, "Process_1", "Process_2", and associated text). 
Claim 6: 

Pieper discloses a computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded a program 
for causing a computer to execute a process, the process comprising: 
reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines a status of 
presence of withdrawal of a form forwarded in a work flow of a form process or 
withdrawal of a form forwarded in a work flow of a form process (see for example page 

8, [0088], " ...frame..."); and 

generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which includes a button for 
withdrawing a form, if the read flow definition information indicates the status of 
presence of withdrawal, and generating a screen program for displaying a screen, which 
includes a button for withdrawing a form, if the flow definition information indicates the 
status of absence of withdrawal (see for example page 8, [0088], "...screen..."). 
Claim 7: 
(Cancelled) 
Claim 8: 

Pieper discloses a work flow program generating method, comprising: 
reading, from a storing device, flow definition information which defines a process for 
controlling a work flow, and screen definition information which defines screen items of 
a plurality of screens used in the work flow, by a generating device (see for example 
Figure 1, item 1, "Meta Data Definition Storage", and related text); and 
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generating a screen program including a program code for controlling a flow among the 
plurality of screens by using the read flow definition information and screen definition 
information, by the generating device (see for example Figure 1 , item 3, "Process 
Generator", and related text). 
Claim 9: 

Pieper discloses a work flow program generating apparatus, comprising: 
storing means for storing flow definition information which defines a process for 
controlling a work flow, and screen definition information which defines screen items of 
a plurality of screens used in the work flow (see for example Figure 1 , item 1 , "Meta 
Data Definition Storage", and related text); and 

generating means for reading the flow definition information and the screen definition 
information from said storing means, and for generating a screen program, which 
includes a program code for controlling a flow among the plurality of screens, by using 
the read flow definition information and screen definition information ((see for example 
Figure 1, item 3, "Process Generator", and related text). 



Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew Y. Chou whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6829. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam, can be reached on (571) 272-3695. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273 8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature of relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 
272 2100. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- direct. uspto.,qov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free) 

/Andrew Chou/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2192 

/Tuan Q. Dam/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2192 



